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Keynote Speaker

 

Linda B. Nilson
Clemson University

Linda B. Nilson is director emerita of the Office of Teaching Effectiveness 
and Innovation (OTEI) at Clemson University and author of Teaching at 
Its Best: A Research-Based Resource for College Instructors (Jossey-Bass), now 
in its fourth edition. She also wrote The Graphic Syllabus and the Outcomes 
Map: Communicating Your Course (Anker/Jossey-Bass, 2007), Creating Self-
Regulated Learners: Strategies to Strengthen Students’ Self-Awareness 
and Learning Skills (Stylus, 2013), and Specifications Grading: Restoring 
Rigor, Motivating Students, and Saving Faculty Time (Stylus, 2015). Her 
next book, Online Teaching at Its Best, with co-author Ludwika A. 
Goodson, is in progress for Jossey-Bass. She is also beginning a book on 
discussion with Jennifer Herman for Stylus. In addition, Dr. Nilson co-
edited Enhancing Learning with Laptops in the Classroom (Jossey-Bass, 
2005) and Volumes 25 through 28 of To Improve the Academy: Resources 
for Faculty, Instructional, and Organizational Development (Anker/Jossey-
Bass, 2007-2010) which is the major publication of the Professional and 
Organizational Development (POD) Network in Higher Education.

Dr. Nilson’s career as a full-time faculty development director spans over 
25 years. In this time, she has published many articles and book chapters 
and has given over 450 keynotes, webinars, and live workshops at 
conferences, colleges, and universities both nationally and internationally 
on dozens of topics related to college teaching and scholarly productivity. 
She has also taught graduate seminars on college teaching.

Before coming to Clemson University, she directed teaching centers 
at Vanderbilt University and the University of California, Riverside and 
was a sociology professor at UCLA, where she entered the area of 
educational development. After distinguishing herself as an excellent 
instructor, her department selected her to establish and supervise its 
Teaching Assistant Training Program. In sociology, her research focused 
on occupations and work, social stratification, political sociology, and 
disaster behavior.

Dr. Nilson has held leadership positions in the POD Network, 
Toastmasters International, Mensa, and the Southern Regional Faculty 
and Instructional Development Consortium. She was a National Science 
Foundation Fellow at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, where 
she received her Ph.D. and M.S. degrees in sociology. She completed 
her undergraduate work in three years at the University of California, 
Berkeley, where she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.



8:00 am - 8:30 am Conference Check-In

Friday, October 13, 2017

Room 400

Room 460

9:00 am - 9:50 am Applying Critically Reflective Teacher Concepts to Enhance 
Teaching and Learning
C. Douglas Johnson, Nannette Napier, Kathleen Pinson, 
Carlos Ruiz
Georgia Gwinnett College

This workshop applies concepts from Brookfield’s (2017) book, Becoming a 
Critically Reflective Teacher. The proposed session will begin with an overview 
of the workshop, followed by the administration of the Critical Incident 
Questionnaire (CIQ) and discussion of the four lenses of critical reflection - 
students’ eyes, colleagues’ perceptions, theory, and personal experience. The 
attendees will then be guided through a reflection exercise by facilitators using 
one of the aforementioned lenses. The session will conclude with a debriefing 
of the small group discussions and closing comments by the organizers on how 
these concepts can enhance teaching and learning.

9:00 am - 9:50 am Concurrent Sessions I

8:30 am - 8:50 am Opening Remarks: Tom Pusateri

Room 174

9:00 am - 9:50 am Board the Ship: Onboarding and Implementing Specifications 
Grading Across STEM Introductory Courses at Georgia Gwinnett 
College
Mai Yin Tsoi, Mary Beth Anzovino, Angi Lively, Karen Perell-Gerson, 
Omar Villanueva
Georgia Gwinnett College

Historically, introductory STEM courses are “gateways” that sometimes deter 
students from entering STEM fields. Nine instructors across eight different 
gateway courses in four STEM areas at Georgia Gwinnett College have 
implemented Specifications Grading assessment plans where students control 
their grades through mastery of course objectives. The nine instructors share 
their motivations for choosing and implementing Specifications Grading 
and their expectations of themselves and of their students within the new 
methodology. We present the lessons learned along the way and how 
membership in this interdisciplinary faculty learning community is impacting 
each instructor’s beliefs.



Room 174

10:00 am - 10:50 am School Law and Teacher Ethics
Steve Rooney
Piedmont College

I teach School Law (Cases/Ethics) for Piedmont College. My presentation will 
explain the importance of proper social media usage, current events regarding 
teachers in the news who are in trouble with social media and court cases still 
pending.

10:00 am - 10:50 am Concurrent Sessions II

Room 176

10:00 am - 10:50 am
Never Have I Ever: Differences in Distracting Behavior 
Participation Between Male and Female Students in the 
Classroom
Eric Gresch, Pingping Song, Melinda Cline, Janita Rawls
Georgia Gwinnett College

With distractions commonplace in the modern college classroom, this research 
assesses differences in student participation rates in distracting behaviors. The 
results from a study of undergraduate students that surveyed their participation 
in various distracting classroom behaviors will be presented.The study expands 
the current literature by assessing the degree to which a student’s gender 
influences the likelihood they will engage in a spectrum of classroom behaviors 
considered to be distracting. The interactive discussion will also include 
implications for faculty members.

Room 462

9:00 am - 9:50 am Developing Skills in Transference via Backward Design and 
WHERE Sequencing
Donna Colebeck
Kennesaw State University

Transference between theoretical concepts and application is a significant goal 
for instructors in all disciplines. In this session, I will discuss how I used backward 
design and WHERE (Where/Why, Hook, Explore/Experience, Revise/Refine, 
Evaluate) sequencing (Wiggins & McTighe, 1998) in my studio art courses 
to help students transfer traditional analogue techniques and processes to 
digital processes such as 3D printing and software programs. I will provide 
opportunities for instructors in other disciplines to evaluate ways they can be 
apply these principles in their courses.



Room 462

10:00 am - 10:50 am Exploring the Impact of Group Study on Student Learning
Maureen Burkart, Antara Dutta
Georgia State University | Perimeter College

There is evidence within various disciplines that students can learn from 
each other and that peer-study is useful in promoting student success.  We 
have been conducting a study to probe the impact of compulsory group 
participation on student performance and attitudes in general chemistry.  In 
this session, we will discuss the structure of the study groups we have utilized 
and share the results obtained over the past year.  We will outline benefits 
and difficulties of using group assignments and consider how peer-focused 
learning can be incorporated to emphasize cross-discipline connections.  The 
participants will be asked to take part in a group activity and contribute 
feedback regarding student group assignments.

Room 464

10:00 am - 10:50 am “Widening the Circle” in our Classrooms for a Diverse Student 
Body (and Society)
Kathleen Gabriel
California State University

In college and universities, what happens during our class meetings (face-to-face 
or on-line) are major educational activities for our students; hence, creating 
a positive and inclusive environment in our courses is vital for learning and 
living in a diverse society.  As professors, no matter what subject we teach, 
we can broaden our approach so that all of our diverse students are included 
in a positive way.  Additionally, we can be conscientious of ways to ease 
culture tensions that might arise and have ways to support minority students’ 
educational process.  This interactive session will explore several methods we 
can implement.

Room 460

10:00 am - 10:50 am
The Development of Open Education Resources in STEM 
Courses
Aakanksha Angra, Chrissy Spencer
Georgia Institute of Technology

Open Education Resources (OERs) are free education materials that can 
be used in classrooms by instructors and students. There are cost-specific 
benefits to using these resources in the classroom, since they eliminate high 
textbook costs. Workshop attendees will learn the various steps needed to 
successfully design and implement an OER course. These steps include writing 
learning objectives, creating formative and summative assessments, and aligning 
assessments with the learning objectives. The interactive workshop will model 
active learning strategies to encourage in-class discussion, student self-reflection, 
and the practice of writing learning objectives and assessment questions.



12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Lunch

1:00 pm - 1:50 pm Concurrent Sessions III

11:00 am - 12:00 pm Keynote Speaker

Room 400

Specifications Grading: Restoring Rigor, Motivating Students, 
and Saving Faculty Time
Linda Nilson
Clemson University
Colleges and universities generally require that you submit letter grades to 
represent student performance, but how you determine those grades is up 
to you. Unfortunately, the way we have been grading student work for many 
decades earns low marks on a list of 14 criteria for assessing grading systems. 
This keynote presents an alternative system, specifications (“specs”) grading, 
that does better, especially in motivating students to achieve outcomes and 
produce high-quality work.  Better yet, it saves you time. The system works 
effectively because it gives students more choices and control while holding 
their work to high academic standards. The purest form of this new system 
offers a new gestalt on assessment, combining three elements: satisfactory/
unsatisfactory grading of all assignments and tests, a token system that lets 
students “buy” flexibility, and “bundles” of assessments associated with sets of 
learning outcomes and final letter grades. By the end of this keynote, you will 
be able adapt one or more of your courses to a pure or synthetic version of 
specs grading and revise your syllabus accordingly.

Room 174

1:00 pm - 1:50 pm
Bringing Current Events into the Classroom to Develop Critical 
Thinking Skills
Blaine Schreiner
Georgia Gwinnett College

According to a recent Wall Street Journal article (Belkin, 2017) colleges are 
failing to improve students’ critical thinking skills and the lack of these skills is 
the biggest complaint employers have about recent college graduates.  This 
presentation will provide several examples of how current events were used in 
two business school classes to improve critical thinking skills as well as increase 
student engagement.  During the session, we will discuss ideas for using similar 
methods in other disciplines as well as identify what constitutes critical thinking 
skills.

Room 400



Room 176

Supporting Teaching and Learning Across Disciplines Via Active 
Learning and Modeling Demonstrated Within Facilitated Study 
Sessions
Stephen Moore, Jacob Baggs, Alec Curtis, Sarah Ake
Kennesaw State University

Many questions exist regarding how to improve retention, progression, and 
graduation (RPG) (Noel, Levitz, & Saluri, 1985, p. 17). At the same time, it is 
recognized by many (Kennesaw State University, Complete College Georgia, 
2016) that reducing DFW rates reduces college exit by students experiencing 
academic challenges and low grades. This presentation will show how a 
collaboration between faculty and students to apply one type of student 
support initiative has made a significant impact on undergraduate success 
across several disciplines. Narrative and data will clearly present the results 
while the presenters explain how the collaboration enhanced delivery and 
increased market penetration.

1:00 pm - 1:50 pm

Room 460

1:00 pm - 1:50 pm
“Selling” A New Course or Program Proposal: Practical 
Considerations for Incorporating Student Survey Research
Edward Matusek
Atlanta Metropolitan State College

Gathering student input through a survey method to gauge interest is 
sometimes actively needed to help confirm that a newly proposed course 
would be viable in a given program and situation on campus. In such cases, 
how should a faculty member effectively gather such input when students have 
very little frame of reference for the course or its contents? After addressing 
practical tips that I have used for promoting (and explaining) a potential new 
course and also a new program in my area, attendees will apply those tools to 
a scenario for promoting a new course/program of their own to enhance an 
existing program or major at their respective institution.

Room 462

Creating and Using Digital Notebooks for CORE Subjects
Dr. Ashley Holder
Fayetteville State University

In this session, attendees will learn how to implement the use of Google 
Classrooms and digital notebooks. Research shows that going digital enhances 
student engagement and performance. Digital notebooks help students to 
personalize and individualize learning along with increasing collaboration 
with teachers and peers. Students may express their thinking through videos, 
apps, text, and pictures. Digital notebooks enables teachers to create learning 
templates to drive instruction and students are able to layer information on 
top of each other. In addition, students are able to hyperlink to third party apps. 
After the session, attendees will have all the tools they need to implement 
digital notebooks with confidence and ease.

1:00 pm - 1:50 pm



Room 176

Encouraging Recruitment and Retention of Black Males in STEM 
Fields
Richard Mosholder
Kennesaw State University

The purpose of our study is to develop a social support network and study 
skills curriculum that will encourage Black males to select STEM majors and 
careers.  In addition, we want to identify processes and resources to support 
their retention and persistence.   The research team developed a focus group 
questionnaire based on the literature centering on the factors affecting Black 
male’s success in STEM fields.  Two Black student researchers conducted 
three focus groups attended by 41 Black male KSU students.  Several themes 
emerged from these data providing valuable insight for teachers interested in 
increasing Black male academic success.

2:00 pm - 2:50 pm

Room 464

Implementing both Process Oriented Guided Inquiry Learning 
and Specifications Grading in One Course
Marina Koether
Kennesaw State University

This Presentation will give an overview of POGIL (Process Oriented Guided 
Inquiry Learning) and Specifications Grading.  Their goals are to reduce the 
DWF rate, improve student learning outcomes and increase rigor.  Attendees 
will be introduced to POGIL with a hands-on activity and learn the importance 
of matching learning outcomes to specific assessments.

1:00 pm - 1:50 pm

2:00 pm - 2:50 pm Concurrent Sessions IV

Room174

Refining Teaching and Learning Through High Impact Practices
Lori Simons
Widener University

Institutions of higher education (IHE) have incorporated high-impact practices 
in liberal arts curricula so that students can systematically analyze the conditions 
that lead to racial and economic disparities in the community. High impact 
practices assist students achieve these learning goals through a broad range 
of courses and strategies from service-learning and first-year experiences to 
diversity learning and experiential learning (i.e., internships) (Kuh & O’Donnell, 
2013). This study compares student learning outcomes for 1,500 students 
enrolled in general education courses that utilize service-learning, diversity 
learning, and experiential learning as primary pedagogical methods. Strategies 
that contributed to problem-solving, cultural competence, leadership skills, and 
civic responsibility outcomes in undergraduates are discussed.

2:00 pm - 2:50 pm



Room 460

Extending a Career in Teaching and Learning: Capitalizing on 
Wisdom through Mindfulness
Randy Kohlenberg
University of North Carolina at Greensboro

As the baby boomers near their mid-60s, many are rethinking leaving their 
chosen career in teaching for retirement. Furthermore if all of those who are 
eligible to retire do follow through, the teaching profession will be impacted 
severely. This presentation will focus upon how seasoned and experienced 
professionals can be reinvigorated so that learners can experience their mature 
wisdom and mindfulness. Discussions will include basic approaches that can 
enable advanced career professionals to embrace the concept of mindfulness 
and to function at their most effective level. The value of experience and 
wisdom cannot be underestimated or overlooked.

Room 462

Getting Classroom Results with Results Based Accountability
Nichole Jones
Bethune Cookman University

This presentation will introduce the audience to Results Based Accountability 
(RBA), an action oriented performance management research tool that 
helps people develop a “disciplined way of thinking and taking action.” This 
presentation will teach participates how to use Results Based Accountability 
and develop powerful strategies that can be used to bring about change in the 
classroom, with children and families and within the larger community.  Lastly, 
the presenters will use interactive activities such as ”turn the curve” thinking 
to demonstrate how RBA can help identify “the story behind the data” and 
strategize ways to improve conditions in the participants specific areas of 
interest.

2:00 pm - 2:50 pm

2:00 pm - 2:50 pm

Room 464

Incorporating Written Reflection to Improve Understanding and 
Retention
Rita Bailey
Honors College, Kennesaw State University

The presenters will focus on the incorporation of semi-structured written 
reflections into undergraduate coursework to improve students’ understanding 
and retention of important information and their ability to draw important 
connections to prior learning.

2:00 pm - 2:50 pm



Room 460

More than a Feeling: Promoting Historical Empathy as a High 
Impact Practice
Katherine Perrotta
Kennesaw State University

Student demonstration of historical empathy involves 1) identifying the 
historical context of sources, 2) examining documents for the perspectives 
of historical figures, and 3) making affective connections to content. Using 
documents from the instructional unit “The Elizabeth Jennings Project,” which 
is about antebellum civil rights activist Elizabeth Jennings, this session focuses 
on strategies that can promote historical empathy as a high impact practice in 
undergraduate history, humanities, and social science courses.

3:00 pm - 3:50 pm

3:00 pm - 3:50 pm Concurrent Sessions V

Room174

Making the Case: Choosing and Using Representations of 
Practice in Professional Education
Elizabeth Self
Vanderbilt University | Peabody College

Professionals from a variety of fields learn through written and video-based 
cases, role play, rehearsal, and various forms of simulated learning environments. 
While the case method has many forms, each has particular affordances and 
limitations. Professional educators often choose which method to use based on 
practical considerations, but should there be greater concern for pedagogical 
fit? In this session, we will consider various frequently-used forms of the 
case method and explore which approaches best meet particular learning 
outcomes. Together, we will also consider what case-based options exist in our 
professional fields and look for how these might successfully transfer.

3:00 pm - 3:50 pm

Room176

Game-based Learning in Organic Chemistry I
Pamela Leggett-Robinson
Georgia State University | Perimeter College

Students in an Organic Chemistry I course were introduced to game-based 
learning. Game-based learning incorporates all types of learning styles as well 
as factual, conceptual, procedural, and meta-cognitive knowledge. The games 
designed and played in CHEM 2400 are adaptations of favorite board games or 
TV game shows. Each game addresses course and student learning objectives, 
allows students to spend more time on task with difficult concepts/topics, and 
provides a continual review of the subject matter. Assessment findings show 
the use of gaming as an enjoyable, alternative, and effective teaching tool for 
learning Organic Chemistry and mastering areas of difficulty.

3:00 pm - 3:50 pm



Room 462

Giving GIFTS for Teaching Feedback and Evaluation
Laura Carruth
Georgia State University

Often the only instructional feedback faculty receive occurs at the end of the 
semester and focuses less on effective teaching and student learning and more 
on course logistics or instructor behavior. We ran 85 GIFT (Group Instructional 
Feedback Technique) sessions with 3116 students in order to provide mid-
semester feedback. GIFT sessions focus student learning via class discussions 
without the instructor present. Instructors receive a written report synthesizing 
the student responses. We will review the GIFT results, compare these to end-
of-semester evaluations, and simulate a GIFT session in order to explore how 
to provide useful instructional feedback focused on student learning.

3:00 pm - 3:50 pm

Room 464

Allowing Test Corrections: Benefits versus Time and Energy!
Sarah Park, Terry Tee Barron
Georgia Gwinnett College

Research typically indicates that allowing students to correct tests in any 
subject is beneficial for the students as well as the teacher.  Students have 
an opportunity to reach higher levels of mastery, while teachers are able to 
provide more effective feedback; or at least those are the perceived notions!  
The benefits of test corrections must outweigh the time energy for both the 
students and the teacher in the team effort to achieve higher levels of mastery 
learning.  This presentation focuses on the different types of test corrections 
across disciplines, ways to mitigate time despair for the teacher and lessons 
learned.

3:00 pm - 3:50 pm

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Poster Session and Reception Atrium

Do hand-written chapter outlines matter in test performance?
Will Holmes
Georgia Gwinnett College

Does note taking trigger a process that mentally encodes, and fosters, deeper understanding of 
information received?  The literature of pedagogical research contains some evidence that the process of 
notetaking triggers a formative development of understanding.  The hypothesized pathway for this trigger 
is that during the process of taking notes the receiver is forced to contemplate the value of the content 
they receive and which parts of the content to record.  This paper tests for evidence of an encoding 
effect in groups of students who were offered an inducement to take notes on course content in college 
level macroeconomics courses.

1



Using a Visual Illusion to Teach Fundamental Principles of Neural Processing
Ebony Glover
Kennesaw State University

Studying neuroscience is critical for a well-rounded education in the social sciences. However, teaching 
neuroscience can be challenging when there is limited access to tools for students to monitor real-time 
brain activity. To address this problem, I developed an undergraduate laboratory exercise that challenged 
students to use observational measurements of a visual illusion to study neural activity. Students 
conducted simple psychophysical experiments to measure thresholds for detecting illusory spots under 
various conditions and described their results in a laboratory report. Assessment of students’ confidence 
and practical understanding of neural processing, before and after engagement with the laboratory 
exercise, was used to improve curriculum and instruction.

2

Google for Educators
Terrie Bethea-Hampton
Campbell University

Many school districts are subscribing to Google for teacher and student accounts and there is an 
increasing need for Google certified educators specifically in education. This workshop introduces 
teachers to Google for Educators and the ease of being certified as Google Educators in Levels I, II, 
Certified Trainers, or Certified Innovators. The strategies assist in increasing collaboration and student 
achievement. Teachers will be able to simplify and save time through Google Classroom, Gmail, Docs, and 
more. Teachers can create assignments paperlessly and stay organized. There is free online training.

3

Effects of Specifications Grading on Achievement Goal Orientation in a Flipped Statistics for Science 
and Research Course
Aida Jimenez Esquilin

Specifications grading promises to increase course rigor, to lower the grading burden on faculty and 
to increase student motivation. Here, I share the findings of a 2-year study where I examined the 
implementation of specifications grading in a flipped undergraduate statistics course for science majors. 
Student goal orientation was assessed before and after the course. The use of spec grading in the 
flipped classroom helped me cover more material at a greater depth and survey data indicate that those 
students who successfully achieved more bundles and higher hurdles in class, also tended to shift towards 
the mastery goal orientation.

4

Poster Session (Continued) Atrium4:00 pm - 5:30 pm



Project based learning: Developing transfer skills in Environmental Engineering Microbiology
Amy Gruss
Kennesaw State University

Accredited environmental engineering decrees require graduates to be able to apply their knowledge 
of the sciences to concepts of professional practice and design. This transferable skill of relating what 
you learn in one setting to another situation is vital for the engineering profession. A course project 
of designing a professional poster was implemented to enhance student mastery in Environmental 
Engineering Microbiology while also developing transferable skills. Students completed anonymous 
surveys using Likert scale questions and qualitative measures to examining the extent to which the 
course project helped broaden student understanding.

5

ePortfolio for Purposeful and Progressive Assessment of Learning
Yumin Ao
Kennesaw State University

This section focuses on electronic portfolio for purposeful and progressive assessment of learning 
Chinese as a foreign language. Through an ePortfolio in the form of creating a Chinese blog, students 
collect their work to showcase what they have learned and what they can do in the target language. 
Students demonstrate their ability to linguistically and culturally communicate through text, multimedia 
and graphic posted on their blogs. The process of producing a blog is purposefully connected to the 
progressive development of their language learning potentials. An ePortfolio can be adequately used as a 
tool to archive and assess student learning outcomes.

6

Chemistry: Solving Difficulties through Videos
Victoria Guarisco
Middle Georgia State University

The only way to learn chemistry is working problems; student frustration and difficulty with chemical 
math often leads to withdrawal or work stoppage. To combat this, videotaping both simple and 
complex problems as well as using Airsketch, which allows problems worked in class to be captured 
and disseminated, has led to lowering student frustration level. These allow a more personalized set of 
notes for each class which can be posted for student consumption. Feedback from the students, both 
empirically and anecdotally, shows these techniques to be appreciated and supported by the students 
and myself.

7

Poster Session (Continued) Atrium4:00 pm - 5:30 pm



Differential Contributions of Various College Experiences to the Development of Employable Skills
Paul Scott
Rockhurst University

Essential skills employers want from students include communication, critical thinking, collaboration, 
self-management, professionalism, technological skill and ethical skills.  Graduating seniors (n = 31) 
were surveyed regarding their views on experiences (e.g., course work in the major) that fostered the 
development of those skills. There were significant differences in ratings of helpfulness among the types 
of experiences for all skills, except for critical thinking and technological skills.  Identifying where students 
find value in their college experience and exploring the connections various common experiences across 
the university is an important step toward best preparing students for future challenges.

9

Using Reflective Student-Written Exams to Promote Learning
Mary Ward
Georgia Military College

In August 2010, President Obama addressed the graduating class at Texas University and said, “In a single 
generation, we’ve fallen from 1st place to 12th place in college graduation rates for young adults” (CNN 
Wire Staff, 2010). Prior to- and since then, higher education research continues to emphasize student 
connection, critical thinking, and metacognition, as ways to help students engage in the learning process. 
In this regard, one technique to encourage student learning and empowerment is student-written 
reflective exams.

8

Incorporating Interdisciplinary and Collaborative Team Skills into a Public Health Course using Team-
based Learning
Elizabeth Walker, Rollins School of Public Health
Delia Lang, Emory University

Public health education is increasingly focusing on collaborative work and building students’ skills for 
working in teams. Team-based Learning (TBL) is an active learning format that has the potential to help 
prepare students to work in interdisciplinary teams. Drawing upon mixed-methods evaluations of a 
Research Methods course, we describe how TBL facilitates students’ development of interpersonal skills 
and supports their learning of the content. Key themes include the development of team processes (e.g. 
communications strategies, division of work, decision-making), ways in which the team-based approach 
facilitated learning (e.g. accountability and preparation), and translation of team skills to other classes.

10

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Poster Session (Continued) Atrium



4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Poster Session (Continued) Room 400

The Effect of Business Study Tours on CQ: Does Ethnic Identification Matter?
Spero Peppas
Georgia Gwinnett College

Cultural Quotient (CQ) is defined as the ability to function well in culturally diverse situations and has 
been used by these authors as a tool to evaluate the effectiveness of study abroad programs.  In a study 
of students who completed a short-term study abroad course that included visits to organizations in 
Belgium, France, and Switzerland, it was found that there was a significant increase in the CQ of the 
respondents.  Interestingly, in gathering demographic data from the students, it was noted that many 
respondents who were US citizens used terms such as Colombian-American, Hispanic, or Asian-
American, rather than American, when responding to a question asking for their nationality.

12

Developing a Part-Time Instructor (Adjunct) Orientation to Encourage Active, Collaborative Teaching 
Practices
Pamela Moolenaar-Wirsiy
Georgia State University | Perimeter College

Like many institutions, Georgia State University utilizes Part-Time Instructors (PTIs) or adjunct faculty. 
In Fall 2016, Georgia State offered its first Part-Time Instructor Orientation, aimed at preparing PTIs 
to incorporate active learning techniques. We will discuss findings on the impact of our PTI orientation, 
especially in the areas of active learning and assessment. The presenter will provide examples and data 
from the orientation and conclude by working with attendees to help them develop their own active-
learning PTI orientations and/or workshops and resources.

11

Using Theater Play-Tools to Foster a Strong Peer Environment in First-Year Composition Courses
Natalia Temesgen

First-year composition courses present multiple challenges to new students: managing college-level 
writing assignments, negotiating relationships with peers and professors, and successfully employing the 
peer-review model to improve student writing.  Through exposure to various theater play-tools, first-
year composition students participate in collaborative and integrative exercises that strengthen their 
peer environment and their ability to constructively critique one another. In this presentation, I will offer 
a sampling of some of my most successful play-tools for developing strong first-year peer environments 
and discuss how these tools translate into productive peer-review sessions.

13



4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Poster Session (Continued) Room 400

Faculty RISE UP Against Sitting Disease to Improve Health and Productivity
Natalia Temesgen
Georgia State University | Perimeter College

Students and faculty often spend many hours sitting while studying and working at the computer 
to complete academic tasks. However, many hours spent sitting is associated with negative health 
consequences including type 2-diabetes, heart disease, cancer, and back pain. Moving more throughout 
the day has been shown to have positive health outcomes and improve productivity. This presentation 
will demonstrate how to implement the 20-8-2 rule to move more throughout the work day. 
Participants will collaborate to identify strategies to modify their work habits to promote standing and 
moving without sacrificing productivity.

14

Enhancement of Students’ Learning and Integrity in Data Analyses Projects
Taewoo Park
Georgia Gwinnett College

The purpose of this study is to enhance students’ learning and academic integrity in data analyses 
projects. In conventional intermediate accounting classes, students are assigned a data analysis project to 
work on Microsoft Excel spreadsheets. Each student’s assignment requires the same kind of analysis but 
includes a different data set initiated by hidden macro commands. The pilot study shows that students in 
a control group (with same data for all students) submit more accurate answers. However, students in 
the test group (with different data among students) have received higher scores in the separate post-
project assessment, with higher satisfaction on the project.

15

Exploring Cultural Insights with Strategic Collaborative Learning
Debra Coffey
Kennesaw State University

This presentation highlights the networks we established among teachers and leaders in a Navajo 
community. These networks, which aligned with the theoretical perspectives of Vygotsky, Piaget, and 
Gee, promoted exploration of literature and culture heritage while enhancing student achievement in 
a Navajo community school. We used collaborative learning to encourage Navajo students to explore 
literacy in a cultural context. Teachers in a Navajo school used texts by Navajo and other Indigenous 
authors to provide opportunities for students to explore authentic literature. This presentation highlights 
the results of their authentic discussions of literature and collaborative strategies for enjoyment of 
reading.

16



4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Poster Session (Continued) Room 400

“Backwards” Redesign of a Non-Majors Biology Course at a Two-Year College
Margaret Long, Tyler Huynh, Adrienne Cottrell-Yongye
Gwinnett Technical College

Gwinnett Technical College (GTC) is a two-year open-access college, and is the second-largest technical 
college in Georgia. Instructors teaching Biology I play a major role in educating STEM and non-STEM 
majors in scientific literacy. To increase retention and success rates of Biology I students, three GTC 
biology faculty collaborated to redesign the course using a curriculum model best fitting the Backward 
Design method. There was a statistically significant increase in the number of students passing the course, 
and a decrease in DFW rates. Further analysis showed that first-year students, traditional-aged students, 
and minority students benefitted most from this redesign.

18

Storytelling, Civilization’s Oldest Oral Art - Its Value in the Classroom
Joye Cauthen
Georgia Gwinnett College

Anthropologists, psychologists and historians believe that storytelling has been with us since the 
beginning of our existence - in fact, they argue that storytelling defines our humanity. There is a 
universality in storytelling in that it continues to be used as a form of human expression in virtually all 
parts of the world. Integrating storytelling techniques in the classroom can help inspire, engage, and 
motivate. When we share stories we create a community of listeners bound by a common experience. 
What separates us tends to fade away. We discover we are all connected at the heart of the human 
experience.
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Interactive Promotional Postcard: A Pedagogical Study of Augmented Reality in Art
Kristine Hwang
Kennesaw State University

Mobile computing technology has been accelerating in recent years. AR technology on mobile devices 
has been used in advertising, games, entertainment, education, arts, etc. In my class, art students learn and 
develop software skills because software has become an essential art creating tool. They show moving 
images, video, sounds, 2dimensional art work and 3dimensional objects on various social websites. AR 
enables artists to engage more dynamically from interactive prints to their social network and websites. 
Artists are able to exhibit their multimedia artwork and their information using AR technology. The goal 
of the project is to create the exciting and experimental art work with AR technology. In the beginning, 
student learn what the AR technology is. Then, they come up with creative ideas to show their artwork/
stories and to connect to the social network users for effective engagement using AR technology. 
Afterwards, they create innovative assets for the interactive postcard. At the end, artists deliver the 
interactive postcards that are engaging and dynamic.
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4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Poster Session (Continued) Room 400

Supporting Teaching and Learning with the Application of Cross-disciplinary Study Tools
Jacob Baggs, Stephen Moore, Alec Curtis, Sarah Ake
Kennesaw State University

This poster will depict examples that presenters will explain regarding how various study tools and 
methods can be applied cross-disciplarily to support learning. These technigues have been used to 
increase grade in the course while reducing DFW. Data tables will be presented to demonstrate the 
viability of the tools and delivery method.
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Empowering Teaching Assistants As Peer Educators
Mallory Porch
Auburn University

This poster session presents the results of a Teaching as Research project conducted in a Preparing 
Future Faculty course during the 2016-17 academic year.  In past iterations of the course, Graduate 
Teaching Assistants were primarily responsible for attending classes and keeping records.  In the 2016-
17 iteration, the GTA developed and presented short workshops, actively engaged with student groups, 
and served as a peer educator and resource.  Utilizing an end-of-course survey, this Teaching as Research 
project explores the impact of the GTA’s revamped role on student learning outcomes in the course.
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Self-Directed Learning Readiness among Nepalese Graduate Students
Hari Prasad Nepal
University of Tartu

Self-directed learning (SDL) is a process of dealing with what to learn, to what depth and breadth, on 
learners’ control and responsibility. SDL can be employed to develop domain specific knowledge as 
well as helpful to transfer the conceptual skills to new learning situations. In recent years, the massive 
escalating proliferation of information and technology in human life can be seen in every field of world 
activities including forest science education, so the emergency is need fully felt to train new graduates 
for SDL. This study aims to measure the readiness for SDL among the second year forest science M.Sc. 
students. By employing the Self-Directed Learning Readiness Scale (SDLRS), an instrument developed by 
Lucy M. Guglielmino during her PhD research, the readiness for SDL was measured among 120 (60+60) 
students at Hetauda Forestry Campus, affiliated with Forestry and Agriculture University (FAU), and 
Pokhara Forestry Campus affiliated with Tribhuvan University respectively.
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Nearby Restaurants

Papi’s Cuban Grill
Cuban, Caribbean
745 Chastain Rd
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(678) 797-0502
 
Mellow Mushroom
Pizza
1133 Chastain Rd
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 426-9900

Marlow’s Tavern
American (Traditional)
745 Chastain Rd NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 425-8777

Five Guys Burgers and Fries
Burgers, Fast Food
600 Chastain Rd
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 420-3804

Mediterranean Grill & Pizza
Mediterranean
1025 Chastain Rd
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(678) 668-6913

Taco Mac
Tex-Mex, Chicken Wings, Sports Bars
600 Chastain Rd NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 874-7781
 
California Dreaming
American (Traditional), Seafood, Salad
745 Chastain Rd NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 428-2055

Yellow Tail Sushi & Bar
Japanese, Sushi Bars
745 Chastain Rd
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 421-2918

 

Cracker Barrel
American (Traditional)
3389 Busbee Dr NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 429-1524

Panda Express
Chinese
741 Townpark Ln Nw
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 218-8986

Firehouse Subs
Sandwiches, Fast Food, Delis
745 Chastain Rd. NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(678) 354-6032

Lopardo’s NY Pizza and Pasta
Pizza
2950 George Busbee Pkwy
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 423-0082

Panera Bread
Sandwiches, Salad, Soup
600 Chastain Road NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(678) 581-0227

Los Reyes Mexican Restaurant
Mexican
777 Townpark Ln
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 420-9181

Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Steakhouses, Seafood
620 Chastain Rd NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 420-1985

Jimmy John’s
Food Delivery Services, Delis, 
Sandwiches
1133 Chastain Rd
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(678) 310-0766

Tin Lizzy’s Cantina
Tex-Mex, Bars
3470 George Busbee Pkwy NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 467-3015

O’Charley’s
American (Traditional), Breakfast & 
Brunch
705 Town Park Lane
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 792-7866

Cook-Out 
Hot Dogs, Burgers, Barbecue
745 Chastain Rd
Kennesaw, GA 30144

J Christopher’s
Breakfast & Brunch
2700 Town Center Dr
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(678) 213-2400

Starbucks
Coffee & Tea
745 Chastain Rd
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(678) 581-0285

Highlands Grill
Sports Bars, American (Traditional)
2615 George Busbee Pkwy NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 426-1515

Fuji Hana & Thai Peppers
Japanese, Thai
2606 George Busbee Pkwy NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 419-9500
 
Sushi Bites
Sushi Bars
2500 Cobb Place Ln NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144
(770) 792-0222
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